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So uth by So uthw e s t 
(SXSW) Co n fe re n ce s & 
Fe s tivals : To m o rro w 
H appe n s H e re

SXSW consists of three unique industry 
conferences and festivals: Music, Film and 
Interactive. It offers the unique convergence of 
original music, independent films, and emerging 
technologies, and is the premier destination for 
discovery in these industries. 

SXSW Music is the most anticipated music 
event

SXSW Film is one of the top independent film 
festivals

SXSW Interactive is the leading event for 
digital creatives

It is the industry event 

where buzz is born

Newsday

Crowd of music lovers at SXSW.



2010 marks the 24th year of the 
SXSW Mus ic Co n fe re n ce & 
Fe s tival 

In contrast to traditional music 
festivals that conduct a limited 
number of shows on outdoor stages, 
SXSW s Music Festival presents 
nearly 2,000 buzz artists on dozens 
of the hottest and intimate 
nightclub stages in downtown 
Austin.

On Friday night in Austin, 
something very weird, maybe even 
life altering, happened: Metallica 
and DEVO played inspired concerts 
in the same Texas town, only a 15-
minute walk apart, and almost 
perfectly back to back. It made for 
one of those bizarro nights in rock 
history that may end up influencing 
a generation of young musicians we 
have never heard from yet, but will 
cite Friday, March 20, 2009, as the 
day nothing would ever be the 
same.

LA Weekly

Metallica at SXSW 2009.

SXSW Mus ic Co n fe re n ce 
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SXSW Mus ic Co n fe re n ce 
& Fe s tival
For the past 23 years, the SXSW Music Conference & 
Festival has been one of the most influential musical 
events in America, and throughout the world. In 
2009, the SXSW Music Conference & Festival drew 
more than 13,000 conference registered music 
industry professionals for: 

Four days of compelling panels, interviews, demo 
listening sessions and more
Three days of a music industry trade show
Five nights of top-quality music by more than 1,900 
buzz bands from around the world
Three days of free-to-the-public, charity beneficiary 
concerts on SXSW's largest stage
Dozens of official SXSW Music parties
Four days of the Flatstock Poster & Art Show
Three days of SXSW Live television soundstage 
performances
Two days of the Austin Record Convention and Texas 
Guitar Show
The Austin Music Awards, happy hours, a softball 
tournament & BBQ, the SXSW golf tournament and 
more

DEVO at SXSW 2009.

The festival is still a place where 
record label scouts see bands and 
make deals. But it is also, for many 
more performers, a hub for 
operating outside the recording 
business ... It could be finding a 
European distributor for a self-
released album or the offer of a 
Midwestern college tour instead.

New York Times



SX SW M usic Fest i val
Show cases
The 2009 SXSW Music Festival featured five nights 
of top-quality music by 1,987 bands on 88 stages in 
central Austin. Acts ranged from emerging new 
talents to the worlds biggest buzz bands to popular, 
established performers.

SXSW 2009 bands hailed from 47 states in the US 
and from as far away as Australia, Iran, Argentina, 
Singapore, Germany and Japan.

Some 2009 highlights include: Metallica, DEVO, 
PJ Harvey & John Parish, The Decemberists, 
Big Boi (of Outkast) , Andrew Bird , Asher 
Roth, Ben H ar per and RELENTLESS7, M 
Ward , Grizzly Bear, Cold War Kids , The Hold 
Steady, Echo & the Bunnymen, Glasvegas, 
Janelle Monae,  Black Lips, Erykah Badu,  
3OH!3, Passion Pit,  Circle Jerks,  Explosions 
in the Sky, Okkervil River, Matt & Kim , The 
Pains of Being Pure at Heart, Peter Bjorn & 
John.

The Decemberists at SXSW 2009.

The South by Southwest music 
conference and festival is an 
unwieldy beast, a multiheaded
hydra that mirrors the Internet -
and the culture at large - in the way 
its fractionalized format caters to 
nearly every imaginable niche, from 
Japanese psychedelic to Brazilian 
hip-hop to regular old American 
rock-and-roll.

Philadelphia Inquirer


